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INTRODUCTION

A happy 1982 to all members. I anticipate more regular contact
this year as I have given away the NSW region Seed Banke. ~

It is now over two years since I moved to Castlereagh and it is
now possible to examine closely the success or otherwise of species that have
been planted. Without doubt the most successful species here .toldaté) are
Beaufortias orbifolia and schaueri and Régeliass megacephala and ciliata...
The first and third mentioned have flowered ard 2ll are qiite vigorous and

healthy. Others showing encouraging signs include B. purpureeé ay
anisandra and squarrosaj Eremeeas ebracteata and purpurca and T atoc

porphrycephelus « ‘ :
If nothing else, the plants will provide material for grafting

experimentse. :
EREMARA REVISION _

Dr. Roger Hnatiuk is currently revising the genus Eremaez.
Dr. Hnatiuk has advised that publication of the revision is some months away
but one factor of interest to the study group isthat the number of species
will probably be increased from the present 8 to about I4 or I5.

Dr. Hnatiuk has indiecated that he will provide further inform-
ation to the group when his studies are more advanced.

BEAUFORTTIA REVISION
Dr. Andrew Burbidge is revising the genus Beoufortia. Because the

work is being undertasken on a , more or less, part time basis -it will be
some years before the revision is ready for publication.

As mentioned before theore has been some success at the National
Botanic Gardens in grafting E. becufortioides and B. micrentho onto a
Callistemon stocke I can now report that Peter Olde (of the Crevillea Study
Group) has repeated this sussess, for Ercmaea beaufortioides, using the
approach graft method.

In addition, I obtainei some temporary success with a graft ef .
B, incana onto Remelia ciliata usiig the top wedge cutting graft techniques.
Although the cutting graft was hardened off, the scion witheréed after about
gix weeks in the open. The reason is not clear but rotting at the point of
union iscsuspecteds _

For those who like to tinker about with unusual plant propagation
methods, the following is worth a try. It is a variation of the cutting
greft technigue and is being uscd commercially in the propagation of
Camellias. The method described has tccn cxtracted from an article by
Don Burke in the Grevillea Study Group Newslettere I have used the method and
have found it quick and casy, although it is too early to quotc any successecs
(or feilures). o T L

A cutting is taken of the plant to_be the stock:and a I~2 em.
cut is made dowmwards into thc stem (sce diagram). The cut should not be more
than holf - way through the stem. A picce of the plent to be the scion (of
the same diametor as the stock) is trimmed to o wedge shaope apd inscrted
into the cuti the union is thon sccurad with tapce. .

The Y ~ shaped graft is then placed in a cutting mix with the
fork of thc Y submerged in the mixe. This is then placed in a2 humid onviron—
mente Then the plant has rooted it is potted on at which time the undesired
top is cut off and the graft union is now exposced to the air (i.e. the
plant is potted about Icme higher than beforc). If roots hove emorged from
the top plant, thesc can be rubbed off. From this point the composite plant
is treated like eny ordinary cutting grown plant. )

CUTTING BEXCHANGEH

. e operated a cutting cxchange somec ycars ago but fow pecople
sccmed in a2 position to toke adventoge of -the offers of the few who could
supply matcrial. _ ‘ ' o ‘

It scems appropiatc to start agoin so if anyonc can effor coven
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a smell amount of cutting material, plcase let me know. As beforc, postage
costs would bec met by -tho rceipicnt of the material.

N To'start the 'ball rolling' I.can supply small quantitics of

Be orbifolia, Re mogaccphala and R. ciliata and perhaps onc or two others

- submerge in mix
to here

$IDE CUDTING - GRAFT DTAGRAN
(See Page I )

SEED BAMNK s

- The ‘following spccics arc availablc at 20 cents per packet.

Beaufortia anisandra (cepsules), dampicri, dccussata (odpeealss), clcgans,
hoterophylla, heterophylla (capsules), macrostcmon, micrantha
(capsules), orbifolia, puppurca, schaucri (capsules). sparsa,

_ SQUarrosa. - '

Ercmaca beaufortioides; cbriactecata, pouciflora, purpurca, violaccas

Regelin ciliate, inops, megacephela, velutina. Co

MEMBERS NOTLS - , :

David Henderson (Logena, Tase), rcports on frost tolerance of

certmin specics (to =5 C ground tompe). B. doccussata & Re velutine scem very

frost tcnder whilc B. sparsa & E. purpurca have been unaficcted. Dovid also

mentioned a variation of thc 'bog method! of sced germinations He places a

layer of pcat moss in tho bottom of an ice-cream container and3 £ills tho

container with soil mix. The sccd is sown and covered with 2 thin layer of

sifted peat. Watering is done via 2 hollow pipe into the lower layer ‘of

peat moss.: = L

Lyndal'Thbrbufﬁ (Warcmenga, ACT)'has_indioatcd that ‘he will study
the effocts of Canberra's winter on voripus spcecics. He also mentioned in
passing that he had a plant of Bapurpirca some years ago which produced whitec
flowers. The plent has since diede Has anyonc elsc had similar oxpericnces
with unusual colour forms? . ’ :

Jack Clayson (Tantanoola, S.lAe), has forwarded & defailed report

on secd germination for threc species of Regelia, four of Ercmaca and five’of
Beaufortiae The results will be included in the group's rccords. Generally,

in cxcess of 50% germination was achicved with an initial gormination period
of about threce wecks. Germination with capsules of Be. micrantha and B, dccussate
was poor for the former and mil for thc latter. This coincides with the exper—
jence of others and confirms that capsulcs must be broken &p in some waye

Jack obscrved mimimel damping off and used a mix of 332l coarsé¢ washed sand to

peat. Sced was sown in mid to late Soptomber.

Geoff Sitch (Muckleford, Vic.),oxpresscd agrocment with the note
in the last newsletter regarding thc apparent greater success of sced germin—
ation from Autumn/iinter sowing. Geoff also notcd thot scedlings scem to
tolerate transplanting and handling much morc successfully in-the cooler
months (this comment being besed on expericnce with five Beaufortia species.

~ Peter Froakiin (Lensh Valley, Tas.), made the obsoryetion that
nost Beaufortias, etc. scem to dislike prolonged pot culturc (an ebscrvation
with which I am in agrcementeeeeoalthough I am carrying out sonc ¢xporimonts
using lime underlay). Peter alse rcported that B, sparsa, clogons, orbifolia
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and, possibly, B. schaucri and heterophylia scom to be successful in
Tasmania.

.A.UDIO VISULL

It-is proposed to preparc an audio visuel programme on Beaufortia
and its rclatives covering Botanical rclationships, cultivation and ’
propagation. One aim is to meke the programmc available to small groups,
particularly thosc in country areas, wherc it is dlfficult to obtain spcakers
to address mectings, -

: I have precpared the besis of the programme, which includes about
40 slidos at present. Thc slides describe an abbreviated botanical key and
distribution maps of the genera in-addition’to picturcs of individual
speclese There are still many gaps, however, so I*d like $o hear from anyono
who has(or can obtain) some good quality slides.

The oxisting 'rough draft'! of the programmec has been uscd by
mysolf (in Sydney) and Alan Lacey (in Melbourne) to illustratc talks to
local groups. If angone else fecls thoy could make usc of the material in a
similar way, plcase let me knowe
EXPIRITICH AT WITTUNGA

Adelaide Botanic Gardons has supplied the following information-
on specics of Beaufortia, otc. growing at the Wittunmge gerden ey Blackwood,
South' Australia. Soil is ncutral—-acid sandy loam and aveorage annual
rainfall is 650nme

Spocics Growth Propagation
Beeufortia dccussata Fair Cuttings
orbifolia Good "
purpurca n n
sparsa L Cuttings & Sced
squarrosa Fair Cuttings
Ercmaca beaufortioides " Sced
purpurca " Cuttings
violacea L Seed
Phymatocarpus porphryccphalus L n
maxwellii n Cuttings & Sccd
Regelia ciliata Good Sced
inops n n
velutina " "

BEAUFORTTA: DESCRIPTIONS ( contimped)

T do not hove sufficicnt in’ormotion at present to preparc descrip-—
tions of the rcmaining 5 speciese I will try to obtain details for the next -’
newsletter. The remaining five specics are Be anisondro, bracteosg, danpicri,
erlocephala and interstans.

.......

The following is a list of thosc who have Jjoimed the group since the
issue of the membership list with Fowslctter llos 8. ‘They arc most welcomce
Rodger Elliot, 'Stringybarks', Belfact Rde, Montrose; Vic.,3765.

Paul & Joan Brady, 2I Frank Ste, Rupcrtswood, NeS.ley 2770 '
Pine Rivers Group, SGAP, 7/; 36 Nuttall Ste, Lowntony Qlde, 450,
Victorian Region, SGAP, c/- "4 Homebush Cres., Hawthorn East, Vic., 3I23.
Allan TFoster, 40 Fairfax Rd.; Warncrs Bay, N.S.Ws, 2282,
Lyndal Thorburn; 5 Yanda Ste; Waramargoe AaCoTsy 26II.
David Henderson, Pe0s Box 29, Legona; Tas.y T25I.
Two members havc changed address as followss—
Jack Clayson, Pa0. Box I, Tantanoola, Sehe; 52804
Mre Ae Io Jomes, 94 Ferris Ste., Caboolture, Qlde, 45I0.

.....

FINANCIAL STATEMENT ( I WJuly I98I to 28 Febe. 1982)

T OME TXPINDITURE
Brought forward $ 5. 56 « Stationary $ 5452
Membership fecs $20.,00 § Sced purchases $ 9,00
Seed sales $I2,40 3 Correspondence $II.70
Donation $ 3.00 E

Totals $400,96 < 826,22

Balance $I4.74

sunll



4e

.....

Although the above Financial Statement indicates a balance of $14.74,
most of this has becn spent on r¢plenishing the Seed Banke By the time this
newsletter is primted and posted, finances will be ¥in thocrecd!,

Your memberskip fec of $2.00 for 1982 is/is not duc.

FLUALLY

Let me make one morc request for members to try their hands at
graftinge Therce is little doubt that this is the main hope for the futurc
and it is not as difficult as most pcople believece.

It has already becn cstablished that grafting is the desirable method
of growing Prostantheras and many Grevilleas arc being successfully growm on
roots other than their own. Bonksias also have been grafted with some successs

The method described abowve, or the approach graft outlined previously,
arc both within the capabilitiecs of amatecurs such as ourselves

Best Wishesy

Brian Walters,
Study Group Leadcer,
R23 Wilchard Rde,
Castlercaghy NeSelley
27504
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